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Executive Director’s Corner
Our community is amazing!

In early December, we informed you about our loss of 
a multi-year operating grant. This grant represented 
about twenty percent of our annual budget. We 
asked you to help bridge the gap in support by 
making a year-end contribution to the CWC and you 
responded in a big way. Despite the loss of grant 
funding, thanks to you, we were still able to meet our 
budget needs for the year. But the challenge has not 
gone away; the grant funding is likely not coming 
back. We ask that you consider how much the natural 
world and the Chippewa Watershed Conservancy 
means to you as we move forward in 2026. Every gift 
matters!

Financial support is not the only way that individuals 
can contribute to the CWC. In this issue of Heron 
Tracks, you’ll find an article about our newest nature 
preserve, the Bulger Preserve. Since 2022, we’ve 
added five new preserves to our holdings with all but one of these being a donation. The vast majority of 
lands that we protect, both our nature preserves and conservation easements, were donated to the CWC 
by individuals like you who cared enough to protect land that was important to them. Even when we have 
purchased properties, landowners have worked with us either on a reduced price or on ensuring that we 
had enough time to fundraise for the purchase.

You can also make a difference by giving your time. With our small staff, we often need help. In the past 
year, dozens of members of our community joined us on stewardship outings, served on our committees, 
and acted as volunteer monitors of our preserves and easements. You can be assured that there will 
be plenty of opportunities to get involved again over the coming year! Right now, you can help us by 
answering a survey. Every three years, the CWC staff and board reviews and updates our strategic plan. As 
part of this process, we want to know how you think the Conservancy is doing, specifically by answering 
some questions about our organization’s mission, vision, and values. Your answers will be taken into 
consideration as we move forward with updating this plan. The survey can be answered at: 
bit.ly/CWC2026survey

Thank you for all that you do to support the CWC. Stay Well and Happy Trails!

CWC Chair Notes
Over the past several months I have several times caught myself thinking that this has been a particularly 
long winter, quickly followed by the thought that it is probably a typical Michigan winter, and we have 
simply gotten used to short winters in recent years.  Whatever the truth is, we’ve certainly had our fair share 
of cold weather, and I hope this newsletter finds you all well and with a warm home to enjoy.  Winter can 
be a great time to hunker down and relax a bit, though it also brings new and different opportunities for 
those inclined to venture out.  Besides the obvious winter sports, I find this to be a great time to explore 
off-trail (maybe just a little bit) and get a closer look at the ice forming on a small brook, or see those trees 
that have grown together from a different angle, or perhaps to follow some tracks through the woods to 
find where that creature has been spending its time.  Like those adventurous souls who choose to not let 
cold keep them at home, the CWC has continued to push ahead and pursue new opportunities as well.  In 
fact, in this newsletter, you will read of a new preserve that was recently added to the roster thanks to the 
generosity of some longtime CWC friends.  There are many more exciting plans being developed now 
that you will see unfurled in 2026.  As usual, none of this is possible without you, and I hope you can take 
advantage of the last bit of winter to get out and enjoy the fruits of your generosity and dedication to the 
CWC by relishing some different views of your favorite preserves while things are still frozen!



Introducing Bulger Preserve
Donated to the CWC in December 2025, the Bulger Preserve is located along the Chippewa River 
in Deerfield Township, Isabella County. The property was received as a gift from Scott McNaught 
and Janice Burke.  They requested that the preserve be named after former owners William and 
Margery Bulger who had preserved the property in its natural state. This preserve is our 28th 
owned property.

Located within the Rivercrest Subdivision at the northwest corner of Bluegrass Road and Cedar 
Drive, the preserve is bounded to the northwest by the Chippewa River and has approximately 
150 feet of river frontage. Access to the property and limited roadside parking are available along 
Cedar Drive.

This 1+ acre property is forested in a mix of upland and floodplain species including oaks, maples, 
and cedar. The property provides suitable habitat for a wide variety of resident and migratory 
birds, aquatic and terrestrial mammals, reptiles and amphibians, and insects. The previous owners 
reported numerous sighting of bald eagles and osprey perched in the trees along the riverbank. 
The preserve is likely habitat for the wood turtle (Glyptemys insculpta), a state threatened species, 
and the Blanding’s turtle (Emydoidea blandingii), a state species of special concern, both of which 
have been observed on nearby CWC preserves.  

A public tour of the preserve will be held in the spring and CWC staff will begin conducting flora 
and fauna surveys of the property later this year.



Thank You To Our 2025 Supporters

Great Lakes
Anne Messinger 
Dianne & Michael Morey
Dennis & Sandra Olson
John & Jean Mitchell 
Neil & Linda Hopp 
Gary Fuller
Donald & Karen Stearns 
Dykstra & Phyllis Heinze
Viktoria Basso 
Robert & Connie Kabbe
Steve & Debbie Martineau
Robert & Lorrie Murray 
Keith & Mary Frame 
Stan & Pat Lilley 
Virginia Haight & Gary Kramer
Mark & Shelly Smith 
E. Diane Tope
Kathy & Alan Johns 
Marilyn & Gordon Fosburg 
Michael & Shara LeValley 
John & Carol Grossa 
John & Ann Jensen
Mark & Terrie Zitzelsberger
Daniel & Sharon Milan 
Ron & Marilyn Western 
Michael Brockman & Marcia Taylor
G. Thomas & Cynthia Mitchell
Bruce & JoAnne Godfrey

Watershed
David Mattern 
Claudia Roth & Rick McCoy
Sue Knight
Jan Hatt 
Robert & Cordelia Kohrman 
Steven & Susan Pung 
Leonora Forist & Karen Green
Jenelle Bartlett 
Robert Vivian 
Myles McNally 
Barbara Sheperdigian
Ray Davies & Susan Griffith
Patricia Block 
Brian and Toni Pastotnik 
Jan Strickler 
Bruce Block
James & Evangeline Fabiano
Stephen & Barbara Ross
Sister Marie Kopin

Todd Trucks
Steve & Elizabeth Schaftenaar
Jane Wilsher

Bay
Cathy & Alex Murray 
Ken & Carol Baker 
Eileen & James MaloneBeach
Pete & Sheri Loubert 
Chuck & Leigh Crespy 
Edwin & Ruth Helwig 
Kirsten King
F. Wesley Greene 
Ralph & Katherine Crew 
Matt Petro 
Mark Wilson 
David Macleod 
Charlie Walmsley & Melinda Prout
Jean Claus 
Mark Freed & Brooke Harrison
Alan & Mary Lou Schilling
Tracy Collins 
Mary Ann Wernette
Ginger Judge 
John & Barbara Leonard 
John & Nancy Davis
Laura McBride & David Allan
Cinda Eltzroth
Janice Burke & Scott McNaught
Tami Seger 
Dan & Sue Rademacher 
Phyllis Wegner 
James & Debra Simmons 
Steve & Carrie Tluczek 
John & Petra Krull 
Mary Ann & Tim O’Neil 
MJ & Liz Conway
Ron & Carol Miller
John & Priscilla Lorand
Robert & Mary Ann Mooradian
Robert & Nancy Wheeler
Dawn Duffield

River
Alan & Peggy Minert
Karin Jenson 
Keith & Kimberly Tollenaere 
Tina McConnell 
Janice Terry
Paul & Karen Gross

Tom & Lois Kromer 
Jayne Palu & Tim Beyer
Jerome & Deb Schwind
Tim & Elizabeth Odykirk
Bill & Liisa Low
Peter Palczynski
Kevin & Anita Love 
Peggy Brisbane & Robert Barclay
Richard & Diana Moreau 
Daniel & Bonnie Vetter 
Sheila & Martin Murphy
Betty & Bruce Chaffee
Michelle Bussert 
Mark & Angela Schofield
Tracey Sandel 
Gregory Hoff 
Donald Stephen 
Jim & Mary Gillingham 
Larry & Judy Schaftenaar
Gary & Deborah Dunbar
Sharon Bolton
Mary C. & Peter Obuchowski
Greg & Linda Bodker
Blake Cahill 
Mary Anne & John Zang 
Tom & Gisela Moffit
Joseph Borders 
Kristin LaLonde 
Ann Rise 
Rick Lewis 
Becky Pontious 
Janet Rice
Linda Messing 
Mary Alsager
Bill Odykirk
John Bush
Caroline Roberts 
Sherrie Warner
Seth Simmer 
Joyce Neyer
Randy & Marita Schiffman 
Tammy Holder 
David Alm 
Jennifer & Jim Tilton
George & Dawn Polanco
Tim & Nancy Hartshorne 
Priscilla Garver 
Marshal Wied 
James & Elizabeth Dealing 
Jim & Carol Wojcik 



Jim & Marilyn Bidwell 
Dan & Rose Benjamin 
Linda Morey 
Gerald & Kathleen Jaloszynski 
Peter Andrew Szok
Wesley Klein 
Chuck & Pam Bunting 
David & Caroline DeGraaf
Steve & Sue Kennedy
Jim Williams
Patricia Podoll
John & Karen Caldwell
Tom Lawrence
Sydney McLain
Ralph Hahnenberg
Marian Schneider
Marilyn Erickson
Roy & Alice Burlington
John & Sandy Warriner
Phyllis Wegner

Stream
Nancy Priestap & Kirk Sponseller
Lisa Phelps
Linda Walterriet
Barbara McTaggart 
Jeffrey Bean 
Arlin & Helen Briley 
Jan & Charlotte Fokens
Omar & Victoria Odette 
Edward & Suzanne Sapita 
John & Mary Louise Haas
John Dinse & Laura Gonzales
Heather & Todd Graham
Lawrence Walton
Kim Klumpp 
Randall Kursinsky 
Peter Smith 
Clearie McCarthy
Theresa Turner
Emily Gibson
Marcie Otteman
Karen Wood Lee
Ronald & Paula Smith 
John & Barbara Lang 
Greg Benford 
Diane Saltarelli 
Sue & John Bradac 
John Kollar 
Jeff & Arlene Cleveland 

Michelle Bott 
Lorne Beatty 
Bob Britz 
Patricia Buck 
Cheryl Austin 
Kristen Pines 
Megan Petersen 
Carol Stark Shannon 
Juanita Shaffer 
Alan & Prisca Gamble 
Allen Demarest 
Paul Feike 
Jane Bergey 
Lindsay Stark 
Ryan Johns 
Ashley Jarrett 
Joseph Barberi
Denise Love
Jean Murray
Jaclyn Conrad
Denise & Robert Fanning
Philip Browne
Cordelia Ouellette
Dennis McMichael
Sue Ecker
Jean Richardson
Kelsey Parker
Linda Neely
Judith Wagley
Nancy Jo Westbrook
Sally Rose
James & Sara Thering
Linnea Shoen
Robert & Kay Blackman 
Jessica Hagen
Karen & Larry Kraft
Doreen Johnson
Leon McLain
Josie Smedley
Stacey Fallis

... and thank you to our 
anonymous supporters! 

Gilbert Starks & Joanna Reinking
Eric Lindstrom 
Angela Hackett 
Sue Baltusis 
Frances Lichtman 
Carole Howard 
Kathy & Al Tucker 
Mary Jo Doyle 
Donna Lick 
Morghan Brassard 
Curt & Anne Jensen
Charles & Peggy Burke
Barbara Wells
Gala Speche
Ashley Petrash
John & Julie Arnold
John Gately
Edwin Renkie
Kelley Moss
Bob & Marge Mills
Joseph & Fran Hammerle
Scott Wager  
Bob & Mary Rau 
Jim & Carol Erickson
Bill & Jeannine Mishler
Jennifer Soeltner
Charles Bowden
Norma Bailey
Ross & Shelley Rapaport
Ruth Magnell
Lynda Thayer
Sally Van Cise

Tributary
Autumn Baker 
Nancy Robinson
Karen Butler
Mark & Patricia Cwiek
Charles Fales
Jay Batzner
Heather Waterman 
Nicolas Finley 
Jared Harmon 
Mike Piatek-Jimenez 
Ingmar Pack 
Lauren Cahill 
Kelly & Jacqueline Daniels 
Paulette Young 
J.K. & Char Hubbell
Sue & Walter Bisard Continued on the next page



Staff
Mike LeValley - Executive Director 

 Autumn Baker - Development & Donor Relations Coordinator

Thank You To Our 2025 Foundation & 
Grant Support

Donations in Honor of 

Donations in Memory of 

In Kind Donations

Linda Walterreit

Edward Lick Jr.
Dave Mogg
Donald & Nancy Nagler
Wanda Odykirk 
Laurie Smith
Paul Snyder

Little Flower Barn- Event space 
Zack Kipfmiller- Map services 
Gil Starks & Joanna Reinking- Fence posts
Cathy Murray- Compound & stereo microscopes

Mount Pleasant Area Community Foundation
Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation
Mount Pleasant Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
W.E. Martin Foundation

Mark your calendars for Give Local Isabella on  
May 5, 2026. This 24-hour community-wide fundraising 
event  is hosted annually by the Mt. Pleasant Area 
Community Foundation to support the long-term 
financial sustainability of local charities in a virtual 
format. Last year we added $5,695 to our endowment 
thanks to the generosity of community members.  
Let’s see if we can exceed that amount this year! 

Every three years, the Chippewa Watershed 
Conservancy (CWC) updates our strategic plan. This 
includes reviewing our mission, vision, and values 
as an organization. We’d like your input as we move 
forward with our examination of these items. We 
have created a short survey to help us determine 
what is important to our community (especially to 
our supporters) and inform our direction for the 
future. You can find our current mission, vision, and 
values here: 
cwc-mi.org/cwc-mission-vision-and-values-survey
Go to this link to complete the survey: 
bit.ly/CWC2026survey
If you are unable to access the survey in the digital 
format, please call the office at 989-772-5777 and 
we can mail you a printed version. 

Chippewa Watershed Conservancy 
Mission, Vision, and Values Survey

The 2026 CWC Fall Fundraiser is scheduled for 
Wednesday, October 7th at Little Flower Barn. Mark your 
calendars to join us for an evening of dinner, drinks, art 
show, and raffles to raise funds to support our mission!

Save the Date

Brown Creeper (Certhia americana)
Sylvan Solace Preserve 
 courtesy of Stan Lilley



Staff
Mike LeValley - Executive Director 

 Autumn Baker - Development & Donor Relations Coordinator

Board of Directors
Keith Tollenaere, President

Bob Murray, Vice President 

John Mitchell, Treasurer

Deb Simmons, Secretary

Steve Pung 

Keith Frame

Dyke Heinze

Lisa Phelps

Marilyn Fosburg

Karin Jenson

Caroline Roberts

Blake Cahill

“Dedicated to serving your 
title and escrow needs”

 Members First Credit Union	       Bandit Industries	 Konwinski Construction  

Mt. Pleasant Agency Inc.        E&S Graphics      Chippewa Valley Audubon Club

Thank You to 2025 Volunteers!

Thank you to our 2025 Business Sponsors

Pat Block
Ethan Burka
Blake Cahill
Lauren Cahill
Dave DeGraaf
Madison Dunlap
John Gately
Avery Geisen
Owen Howard
Lauren Hirschfield
Sister Marie Kopin
Karen Lee

Anne Messinger
Scott McGaughey
Melinda Prout
Stephen Ross
Seth Simmer
David Stoner
Kurt Titus
Keith Tollenaere
Tina Vivian
Charley Walmsley
Mark Wilson
and many more!
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YES!
I want to support the 
Chippewa Watershed 

Conservancy.

Protecting Central Michigan’s 
Valuable Natural Resources

A Gift to Nature . . .                                

 Gives back for generations

Here is my contribution to help sustain operations:
	 $25 Tributary              	  $250 Bay	    
    	$50 Stream                             	  $500 Watershed

	 $100 River	                              $1,000 Great Lakes

	 I wish to remain anonymous
	 I wish to receive a paper newsletter

Name(s)______________________________________________________

Street Address________________________________________________

City_____________________________________State_____Zip__________

Phone_____________________Email_ _____________________________

	 Check Enclosed	 Bill My Card 	 Visa 	 Mastercard

Card Number_ ____________________________ Exp.______CVV#_ ____

Name on Card ________________________________________________

Make Check To:	 Chippewa Watershed Conservancy
Mail Check To:	 PO Box 896
	 Mt. Pleasant, MI 48804-0896

WIN-26


