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Executive Director’s Corner

CWC Chair Notes 

There’s a word that’s been popping up in a number of books and articles that I’ve 
recently read: solastalgia.  Solastalgia is relatively new word.  It was coined in 2003 
by Australian philosopher Glenn Albrecht to describe the emotional and oftentimes 
physical anguish felt be people watching their ‘home’ environment change in ways 
over which they have no control.  Albrecht personally experienced this feeling as 
he observed his home region of Australian transformed by open-pit coalmines.  
Albrecht felt devastated by the change and suffered what he described as “a form of 
homesickness one gets when one is still at ‘home’”.

Since 2003, researchers have documented solastalgia in communities across the 
globe.  Sometimes the feeling of helplessness is the result of natural events. It 
occurs in farming communities hit by prolonged drought, mountain towns ravaged 
by wildfires, and in places where floods have irrevocably altered the landscape.  
Unfortunately, solastalgia often results from the consequences of human activities 
as diverse as war, mountaintop removal mining in Appalachia, and logging.  Even 
activities intended to have a positive environmental impact, such as dam removal or 
wind farm construction, can result in a feeling of loss for those who must live with 
the changes.

What does solastalgia have to do with the Chippewa Watershed Conservancy?  We know intuitively, and research has backed 
up the idea, that nature has a profound emotional, mental, and physical effect on our well-being.  While we cannot protect 
every piece of land, the properties protected by the CWC and other land conservancies have a profound impact in preserving 
both the natural resources and the character of the places we call home.  That’s why we take the time to thank every 
individual and organization that contributes to our mission through donations of property, money, or time.  Together, we are 
truly improving the quality of life for all.

Stay Well and Happy Trails

Hello CWC members!  Let me introduce myself.  My name is Keith 
Tollenaere – I recently was elected President of the CWC Board and 
served as board secretary for several years prior to that, as well as being 
on the Lands Committee.  I grew up in southeast Iowa but came to Mt. 
Pleasant about 23 years ago to pursue a master’s degree in fisheries 
biology at CMU.  Upon graduating, I was fortunate enough to find a job 
in environmental consulting and have been working in that field ever 
since.  My career has allowed me to work in a variety of wonderful places 
on projects relating to stream and wetland mitigation, fish community 
assessments, macroinvertebrate studies, threatened & endangered species 
surveys, avian surveys, and a host of other interesting projects.  When 
not working, I enjoy spending time with my wife and four children, and 
generally being outdoors as much as possible. 
 
I have found in the CWC an organization full of people who share my love 
for the outdoors and who are committed to maintaining those opportunities for others through education and 
conservation of our local treasures.  As an outdoors enthusiast who has lived in town for many years, I have often 
thought how fortunate we are to have so many preserves to hike, birdwatch, fish, and generally enjoy, in addition to 
the local city and county parks.  As president of the CWC Board, I hope to help the organization continue to thrive 
into the future, welcoming others to share in the same things I have enjoyed.  If we have not yet had the chance to 
meet, I hope to see you on a trail, or perhaps at one of our work nights or banquets in this upcoming year.



Donated to the CWC in December 2023, the G. Charles and Janice L. Hubscher Preserve 
is located along the Chippewa River in Deerfield Township, Isabella County. This 18 acre 
property is composed of a variety of different habitat types including old fields, wetlands, and 
floodplain forest. 

The preserve is divided by the Chippewa River with approximately 1,400 feet of frontage on 
the east bank and 1,000 feet on the west bank. The property provides suitable habitat for a 
wide variety of resident and migratory birds, aquatic and terrestrial mammals, reptiles and 
amphibians, and insects.  Numerous disused beaver dens can be found dug into the east bank 
and a bald eagle was sighted along the river during a recent trip to the property. The preserve 
is likely habitat for the wood turtle (Glyptemys insculpta), a state threatened species, and the 
Blanding’s turtle (Emydoidea blandingii), a state species of special concern, both of which have 
been observed on other CWC preserves. 

The majority of Hubscher Preserve is located on the east bank of the Chippewa River along 
M-20 (Remus Road) between Littlefield Road and Gilmore Road. Parking for and access to the 
property is currently roadside along the south side of M-20. There is no road access for the 
portion of the preserve located on the west bank of the river. 

Introducing the new Hubscher Preserve



THANK YOU TO OUR 2023 SUPPORTERS

Great Lakes
John & Jean Mitchell
Anne Messinger 
Dianne & Michael Morey
Dennis & Sandra Olson
Robert & Connie Kabbe
Marilyn & Gordon Fosburg
Dykstra & Phyllis Heinze
Mark & Shelly Smith
Donald & Karen Stearns
Robert & Lorrie Murray
Keith & Mary Frame
G. Thomas & Cynthia Mitchell
Joanne C. Grabinski
Mark & Terry Zitzelsberger
Bruce & JoAnne Godfrey
John & Carol Grossa
Steve & Debbie Martineau
John & Ann Jensen

Watershed
Stan & Pat Lilley 
Brian & Toni Pastotnik
Michael & Shara LeValley 
Kathy & Alan Johns
Larry & Judy Schaftenaar
Robert & Cordelia Kohrman
Sue Knight
Neil & Linda Hopp
Myles McNally
Stephen Ross
Kayden Near
Daniel & Sharon Milan
Diane E. Tope
F. Welsey Greene
Leonora Forist & Karen Green
Steven & Susan Pung
James & Evangeline
Francis Molson
Jan Strickler
Jane Wilsher
Ron & Marilyn Western

Bay
Sister Marie Kopin
Claudia Roth & Rick McCoy
Edwin & Ruth Helwig
Mark Freed & Brook Harrison
Greentree Cooperative Grocery
Cathy & Alex Murray
Virginia Haight & Gary Kramer
John & Julie Arnold  
Mark Wilson
Curtis & Ann Jensen

Janice Burke & Scott NcNaught
David Macleod
JB McCombs
Barb & Dan McGuire
Jim & Carol Wojcik
Paul Snyder & Patricia Block
Ken & Carol Baker
Ray Davies & Susan Griffith
John & Barbara Leonard
Jeffrey Bean
Tim & Elizabeth Odykirk
Peter & Sheri Loubert
Bill & Cindy Walz
Dan, Marla & Aura Kennedy
Mary C. & Peter Obuchowski
Sharon Bolton
Mary Ann & Tim O’Neil
Sandy Nagler
Tod Trucks
John & Donna Tells
Dan & Sue Rademacher
Barbara Wells
Steve & Carrie Tluczek
Bill & Wanda Odykirk

River
Carol Lauffer
David Burge
Steve & Sue Kennedy
Mark & Angela Schofield
Ralph & Katherine Crew
John & Pricilla Lorand
MJ & Liz Conway
Charles & Nancy Grant
Heather & Todd Graham
James & Debra Simmons
Joseph & Joan Kindsaver
Tom & Lois Kromer
John & Mary Louise Haas
Donald Stephen
Caroline Roberts
Harrison Duckworth & Family 
Greg & Linda Bodker
Sherrie Warner 
Mary Pat Lichtman
Tammy Holder
Ralph Hahnenberg
Jim Williams
Keith Tollenaere
Bobby Murray
Randy & Marita Schiffman
Tom Lawrence
Austin Krause
Alex Murray

Ann Rise
David & Caroline DeGraaf
Nancy Yarbrough
Wesley Klein
Lisa Phelps 
Royal & Eleanor Baker
Marilyn Erickson 
Kurt & Julie Flight
Charles Stirling & Laurel Nordfjord
Kennen & Joanna White
Stanford & Kay Curtiss
Jim & Angie Felton
Alan & Peggy Minert
Cindy & Tom Rudert
Basil & Theresa Zimmer
John & Barbara Lang
Mary Ann Mooradian
Robert & Maurine Weisenburger
Tom & Gisela Moffit
Kelley Moss
Janet Rice 
Marian Schneider
Peter Andrew Szok
Alan & Sheila Weber
John & Sandy Warriner
Jan Hatt
Rick Lewis
Diane Saltarelli
Frances Lichtman
Judith Wagley
Pattie Baderschneider
Richard & Brenda Donley
Dawn Duffield
Barbara Sheperdigian
Peggy Brisbane & Robert Barclay
Richard & Diana Moreau
Brad Swanson
James & Elizabeth Dealing
Ruth Magnell
Jenelle Bartlett
Alan & Mary Lou Schilling
John Griffis
Connie L. Bills 

Stream
Mike Bishop
Blake Cahill
Matthew & Christine Hickman-Jackson
Karen Wood Lee
Mary Haslam
Donna Lick
Jean Richardson  
Becky Pontious
Deborah Dunbar



Charles & Peggy Burke
Walton Lawrence
Arlin & Helen Bailey
Gerald & Kathleen Jaloszynski
Alexis Hansen
Gregory Hoff
Jay Batzner
Jim & Tamy Melton
Deb Morris
Kristen King
Tim & Nancy Hartshorne
Elizabeth Harkins Meade
Sean Goffnet
David L. & Joy D. Smith
Michael Simon
Marnie Basney
Karin Jenson
Joe & Dianne Albaugh
Thoralf & Victoria Hoelzer-Maddox
James & Marybeth Tessmer
James & Joan Hornak
Julie Maxon
Karen & Arthur Fredricks
Steven & Nicole Turner
Ryan Flesher
Ross & Shelley Rapaport
Jack Neyer
Randall Kurskinsky
Joseph & Fran Hammerle
Herb & Marilyn Deromedi
Jeff & Arlene Cleveland
Jim & Marilyn Bidwell
Norma Bailey
Ardeth Greene
Tracey Sandel 
Sally Van Cise
Joyce Neyer
Mary Ann & John Zang
Ronald Hodgson
Cynthia Gardner
Ronald & Paula Smith
Eric & Ruth Lindstrom
Greg Benford
Cordelia Ouellette
Ruth Chapman
Sue & Bill Bisard
Dustin Brewer
Charles Walmsley & Melinda Prout
Jaclyn Conrad
Daniel Patterson & Allison Miller
Sue Ecker
Jim & Mary Gillingham  
Eileen & James Malonebeach
Bob & Marge Mills

Jerome & Deb Schwind
Craig Specht
Gail Woodruff

Tributary
Thomas Miles
Nancy Priestap & Kirk Sponseller
Cinda Eltzroth
Sue & John Bradac
Mike Piatek-Jimenez
Tina McConnell
John Kollar
Emily Gibson
Jonathan Davis
Ingmar Pack
Annettee Thorton
Elizabeth & Russell Fimbinger
Marilyn Duke
Lynda Thayer
Cindy Kaliszewski
Linda Neely 
Theresa Turner
Robert & Kay Blackman
Nancy Jo Westbrook
Jan & Charlotte Tokens
Daria Bond
Scott M. Wager
Bobby Tolley
Mary Senter 
Edwin Renkie
Allen Demarest
Kardia Patti
Autumn Baker
Juanita Shaffer
Mark & Patricia Cwiek
Mike Bell
Michelle Bott
Bob Britz
Charlene Block MacDonald
Mary Alsager
Lisa Maeder
Kim Klumpp
John Bush
Eric Torgersen & Ann Kowaleski
Priscilla Garver
Debra Marshall

...and thanks to our  
anonymous supporters!

Thanks to our 2023  
Grant Support

Herbert H. & Grace A. Dow 
Foundation

W.E. Martin Foundation 
United Way of Midland County
Mt. Pleasant Area Community 

Foundation 
Modern Woodmen of America 

Land Trust Alliance

Donations in Honor of
Edward Lick Jr. 
Cathy Murray

Donations in Memory of
Larry Johns

John Pfeiffer
Roger N. Grabinski

Michael J. Claus
Selma Reinbold
Edward Lick Jr. 

Richard & Adonna Kennedy 



Staff
Mike LeValley - Executive Director 

 Autumn Baker - Development & Donor Relations Coordinator

Interested in volunteering with the Vernal Pool 
Patrol or just learning more about the ecology of 

these ephemeral wetlands? 
The CWC is cohosting a training with Chippewa Nature Center 

and Little Forks Conservancy in April. You can email any 
questions to autumn@cwc-mi.org

Give Local Isabella is a 24-hour community-
wide fundraising event hosted by the Mt. 
Pleasant Area Community Foundation. 
Held once a year on the first Tuesday in 
May, Give Local Isabella engages hundreds 
of community members in supporting the 
long-term financial sustainability of their 
favorite local charitable organizations. 
Nonprofit organizations raise dollars 
in a dynamic, digital format while also 
expanding community interest in their 
missions. Plus, throughout the day, 
participating nonprofits have chances to 
compete for matching funds and prizes. 
Join us on May 7, 2024 for the fun!

Looking to get more involved 
with the CWC?

Make an impact by volunteering! We 
host frequent volunteer opportunites 
throughout the year. From stewardship 
activities to committees to graphic design 
to fundraising, we have a variety of ways 
to get involved.  Call our office at 989-
772-5777 or visit https://cwc-mi.org/
volunteer-sign-up/



Staff
Mike LeValley - Executive Director 

 Autumn Baker - Development & Donor Relations Coordinator

Board of Directors
Keith Tollenaere, President

Steve Pung, Vice President 

John Mitchell, Treasurer

Bob Murray, Secretary

Stan Lilley 

Keith Frame

Dyke Heinze

Liz Conway

Deb Simmons

Lisa Phelps

Marilyn Fosburg

Karin Jenson

Caroline Roberts

“Dedicated to serving your 
title and escrow needs”

 Isabella Community Credit Union 	   Percha Paint	 Coyne Oil Corporation

 Konwinski Construction	 E&S Graphics      

Mt. Pleasant Agency Inc.  	 H&S Companies

Thank You to all our AMAZING 
volunteers this year! 

Thank you to our 2023 Business Sponsors

Dave Degraaf
Keith Tollenaere
Anne Messinger
Ginger Judge
Scott McGaughey
Blake Cahill
Lauren Cahill
Fran Fuentes
Ray Davies
Mark Wilson
Alex Murray
David Stoner
Kim Klumpp
Becky Pontius
Sherrie Warner
Dow Chemical Company employees
H&S Companies employees

Dyke Heinze  
Barbara Wells
Gary Kramer
Ginny Haight
Karen Green
Caroline Roberts
Sister Marie Kopin
Pat Block
Kurt Titus
Autumn Baker
Charlie Walmsley
Melinda Prout 
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YES!
I want to support the 
Chippewa Watershed 

Conservancy.

Protecting Central Michigan’s 
Valuable Natural Resources

A Gift to Nature . . .                                

 Gives back for generations

Here is my contribution to help sustain operations:
	 $25 Tributary              	  $250 Bay	    
    	$50 Stream                             	  $500 Watershed

	 $100 River	                              $1,000 Great Lakes

	 I wish to remain anonymous
	 I wish to receive a paper newsletter

Name(s)______________________________________________________

Street Address________________________________________________

City_____________________________________State_____Zip__________

Phone_____________________Email_ _____________________________

	 Check Enclosed	 Bill My Card 	 Visa 	 Mastercard

Card Number_ ____________________________ Exp.______CVV#_ ____

Name on Card ________________________________________________

Make Check To:	 Chippewa Watershed Conservancy
Mail Check To:	 PO Box 896
	 Mt. Pleasant, MI 48804-0896

WIN-24


